
l'OETRY.
The March nuinbet <31 the Ladies' Nationa'

Magazine contains ihe following sweet pccm,
addressed to Mrs. Polk:

TO MRS. JAMES K. POLK.
BY MRS. ANN b STEPHENS.

Lady, had I the wealth ot earth
To (flt*r Ireely at thy shrine,

Bright gold and buds of dewy hirih,
"

Or gems Item cot th- teeming mine,
A thousand things most beautiiul,

All spmkling, precious, lich, and rare,
These hands would tender up :o thee.

Thou noble lady, good and (air!

For as I write, sweet thoughts a ii*e
Of times when all thy kindness lent

A thousand hues of Parauise
To the U^ft moments as they went:

Then all thy thoughts were wing'd with light;
And every smiie was calm and sweet,

And thv low tones and gentle words
Made the warm heatt's blood thrJil and beat.

There, standing in our nation's home,
My memory ever pictures thee

As some bright dame of ancient Home,
Modest, y t all a queeu should be.

1 love to keep ihee in my mind,
Thus mated with the pure of old,

When love, with lofty deeds combind,
Made women great and watriors bold.

When flrsi I saw ihee standing there.
And Icu the pressure of thy hand,

1 scarcely thought it thou wen fair,
Or of the highes' in the landj

I knew thee gentle.pure as gieat,
All that was lovely, nieeu, and good ;

And so 1 naif forgot thy state
In love of thy bright womanhood.

And many a sweet sensation ca>. e,
That lingers in my bosom yet,

Like tnatctlesiiai, holy iUine
That ves a Is treuinl" io forge:;

And on the eanh, or in the sky,
There's not a though1 more true and tree

Than that which beats wiihin my hean,
In pleasaut imrnoty ot thee.

Lady, I gladly woul 1 have brought
Some gem that on tny heart may live,

But this poor wreath ol woven thought
Is all the wealth 1 have to give.

All we; with hear-il» w, iresh with iove
1 lay the garUn1 at ihy teet,

Praying the angei forms above
T i.rie in we »n«1 swcei.

i>ildOtL.LAA fcUlS.

IMPORTANTLET 1ER FKOM MR.CLAY
Hu views on the Siibjcit »t Sluvfy and Man of

EnuMiAp'itvm.
Ntw Okiaans, Feb 17, 1843.

Dear Sir.Prior 10 my departure iroai borne
in December iav, in beoill ol yjursel! ami other
triends, you obtained Iiom me a promise to make
a public exposi ton ol uiv views and opinions
apon a grave ami important question whicri,it
was iben anticipated, would b>* much deba rrt
and consideied by the people ol Ken.ucky, during
ibis year, in cons-qeuce d ibe appioaching
Convemion, summoned to amend ibe preset!'
Constitution. I was not en'iiely well uht*n I
left Dome, and owing to thai cause, and tny con¬
finement several weeks, during uiy sojourn in
this city, from ihe f fleets ol an accident wn.ert
belel me I have b-en delayed in the fulfillment
ol my promise, wnicb I now propose to exe-
cuie.
Tne question, to whicii 1 allude, is whether

African Slaveiy, as it now exists in Kentucky,
. hall be lelt io a perpetual or indefinite continu¬
ance, or some provision shall be made, in the
new Constitution, loi us graJua! and ultimate ex-
tine i >ii1
A lew general observations will suffice mv

present puip'-se, without entering on tne whoie
subject ol slavery, under all us bearings and tn

every aspect of it. 1 am aware th*l there ate

respectable persons who believe that slavery is a

blessing, that ihe institution oueht io exist hi

every well organized society, and that it is even
favorable io the preservation ol liberty. Happi¬
ly, the number wno entertain these extravagant
opinions is not very treat, and the time would
be uselessly occupied in an elaborate reiutation
of them. I would, however, remark mat, il
slavery be fraugh' with tiiese alleged benefit,
the principle on which it is maintained, would
require that one poruon ol the white race shoUkl
be reduced to bondage to serve another portion
of the same ra e, when black subjects ol slaveiy
could not be obained; and inat in Alric-«, when-
they may entertain as great a preference lor im ir
solor as we do for ours, they would be justified
in reducing the white race to slavery.kin order to
secure the blessings which that sta e is said to
diffuse.
An argument, in support "f reducing the A-

rican race to slavery, is s: ai":imes derived ir m
Iheir alleged intellectual m'eriority to ihe white

races; bat, if this argumcn' be founded in fart,
(as it may be, but uhicn I sha!l not now exam
ine,) it wou'd prove entirely loo much. It would
prove that anv white tiaion, which had ma le
greater advances in civilization, knowledge ard
-wisdom thriu another white nation, would nave a

,f>ghi to reduce the latter to a state ot bondage
Nay further, if the principle of subjugation
lounded up«m intellectual superiority b - true, and
be applicable to races ar.a to nations, what is io

prevent its being applied to individuals'? And
ihen the wisest man in the world would have a

right lo make slaves of all the rest of mankind!
il, indeed, we po-sess ihis int-llcciual superi¬

ority, proli undly giatelul and thankful to HIM
who n<is bes'owed it, we ought to 1 u:fi. I all the
obligations and duties which it imposes; and
these would require us uot to subjug&'c or d al
unjus'ly l>y out leilow men who are less blessed
than we are, but to insiruct, to iniprovfe and cn-

lignteu them.
A vast majority of the people of the Unitrd

.States, in every section of them. I beiieve, legret
the introduction of savery into the colonic*, un¬
der the itorhoruy ot our British ancestors, lament
that a sing!' slave treads our soil, deplore the ne¬
cessity ol the continuance of slavery in «nv "I
the States, regard th" tnstit'i ion as a grea' evil to

both races aml would rejoice in the adoption o:
any sale, jus:. nd practicable plan tor ttie rem-
7al ot all -lave-, fr m among u-. Hitherto no

«u.h satisfa<-tory ;.lin has teen presented. Wha
on the occasion of the format ion ol our present
Constitu i* ii < Lieniut I ,, in I7U9 :nc question ol
the giadu.«l emancipation of slavery in »hat ftiate
was agitated, i s I ri nds had io encounter a great
obstacle, in ihe lect 'h it there ihen existed no es¬

tablished colony, to wlucn they Cou d b--* transp. r-

tat«l Now, by the successful establishment ol
flourishing colonies on ire Western coast ol At
rica, tha* difficulty ha- ben obviated. Ant 1
contess ttirft, without indulging in any undue
feelings ol supers.ition, i« doe»S'.em to me that i

may have been among (he dispensations ol l''o
vidence to permit ihe w rongs, under which A111-
ca has sutlertd, hi be infln ted, that her child er
mighi be returned to ih -ir original home,civilized,
imbued wuh tne o igispiritot Ohrisiianuy.aiic
prepared ul imately o reie^m that great Conti¬
nent ftom barbarism and looUtry.

JVnhout undert knit; to judtjn 'or any other
State, it was my opinion in 17'JD that Ken-
lucky wa? in a c nditim to admit of tf.e gra¬
dual emanc pitioi of her slaves, and how
deeply do I lament that * svstem, w th that
object, had no' been than established! If it had
been, the State would now be marly rid of all
slaves. My opinion has never cli inged, and I
h iVr- frequentl) publicly expressed it. 1 -hould
be most nappy if *hat was impracticable at that
epoch cou IJ now be accomplished

After u I and deli erate consideration of the
tubject, il appears to me that three principles
shouid re^ j ate the establishment ol a system of
ersiiual emancipation. Tne first is, that il
Should be slo.v in its operation, cauti us and
gradual, so as to occasion no convulsion, nor

any rash or su den disturnance in the existing
habits of society. 21 That, as an indispeu-
sible condition, i c cinancipatt d slaves sho'ild
be removed fr >m t> e State to some colon)..
And, 1'iiid > that the expenses of tbeir trans
portiii hi to sucn colony inclUMfijj an outfit ft r
six months after tr.eir hi rival al il, should bo
defrayed by a fund to be raised trout Lie laoor
of each I reed slave.

Nothing cou d e mo'e unwise than ihe imme¬
diate liberation ot aii the slave* in the State,
comprehending both sexes and ail ages, from
that of tender iul'<iticv t>' cxiieme old age. It
would had to the mosi frightlul and fata tonse-
queoces. Any great change in the condition ot
society shouid be marked by extreme care and
circumspection. The iutroduc ion of slaves in¬
to the colonies was an op-ration of many yeaisduratior; anit the work ol iheir removal !rom
the U S rftes can oolv be ^ ff.cted alter the lapse
Ot a great length i f time.

i think ihat a period should be fixed when al!
born att r it snould be free at a sDrctfi 1 age, all
born before i: remaining "-iares stir life. Tha
peno), I would suggest, shoul be 1855 or even

I860; K«r on this andoth r arrangements ot the
sys.em, il adopted, I mtlnie to a liberal margin,
so as >o ovia>e as mnny objections, and :o unite
as many opinions as possible. Whether the com¬
mencement of the operation of the system be a
little earlier or later, it is not so important as tbat
a day should be permanently^/Jxcd, Irom whicn
we could look forward, with confidence, to the
final termination t f slavery within the limits ol
ibe Commonwealth

Whatever may be the cav fixed, whether 1855
or i860 or any other dav, ail b irn alter if, 1 sug¬
gest, should be free at ihe *ge < f twenty-five, but
be liable after waids to be hind out, under ihe au¬
thority of the Shi*', lor a term not exceedingthree years, in order to raise a suu. sufficient to
pay the expenses of their transpiration to the
Colony and to provide ihem an outfii for six
months after their arrival there.

If the descendants ol those who were them¬
selves to be tree at :he age of twenty-five, were
also to be considered as slaves until they attained
the same age, and this rale were continued indefi.

niiCy as i.» time, it i» manifest that slavery would
pcrp"<un(rd in1 lead ol being icrnvnaied.

'.uard against this c ^sequence, provision mi^ht
he made that ihe off serine ot those who were lo
hr tree ai iweniy.five, should be lice fromi< "if

hirih, I'Ui upon ihe condition that ihe> s "

apprenticed until .bey wore twenty-one and be
also alierwards liable to be hired
not exceeding three years, lor lhe P p
raisins tunds to meet the expense ol the Colony
an-l their subsistence tor the first six month .

Tne Pennsylvania sys-em ol c'na1n^,p^!0"fixed the peri. (1 ol twenty-eight lor the Itb ratu-n

ol the slaves, and provided, or her c,^Qr,!J h;iVL
since interpreted the sys em to mean, hat the is-

ie'of alf who wete be tree at .he limited age,
were lrom their births tne. The Pennsylvania
sysem made no provision tor Colonization.

Until the commencement of the system which 1

am endeavoring to sketch, 1 think all ihe lega
rights ol .he proprietors el slaves, in their tu es

extent, oush> to remain unimpaired and unre-

stric.f d. Consequently they would have ihe right
to sell, devise < r remove thetn Irom theSiate,an ,

in the latter ease, without their offspring being
entitled to the benefit of emaiv ipation, lor which
the system provides.
-21 The coloniz-lion of .he Iree blacks, as ihey

suecessively airiee, ftom year to yeat, at the age
enti line th-n. to lreedom, I consider a condition
absolutely indispensable. Wimoul U, 1 should
bj uiterlv opposed to any seheme «.' t "'a! eipa-
lion. One hundred and ninety odd housand
black*, composing about onr-iounb ot theenuie
pupuia'ion of the Slate, wiHi 'heir descendants,
could never live in peace, harmony and rqua.itv
with the tesidue ol .he population. 1 he color,
passions ar.d prejudices would !< rever prevent
:he two races living together in a s'a'e ol coidial
onion. Social, moral and political degr da.ion
would be ih'* inevitable 'c>t ol the c lored race ¦

Even in the fire States (1 use the terms free and
sUve States not in anv sense derogatory '.rum ore

clamor implvin<; any superiority in the other
but lor .he sake ot brevity) that is their present
conditi- ii. H some ot th. se liee S'atesthe penal

j legislation against ihe people ol coloi is quite as

| s,Vere, it not haisher than it is in some ot the
*'ave S ates. As no where in the United States
are amalgamation and equaloy between the two

-ac. s ros-iblc, i' is better t*a< there should t>c a

-.epaiaiioii, an! that ;he Al'icm deteendains
I should be re urr.ed to 'he native lar * ot their
lathers.

li will hav ¦ been seen ilia! the pian I have su;;-
ges'ed proposes the annua' tiansportation ol all

! born aio r a specifiet day npon their arrivala:
ihe prescribed ag<\ to the Colony which may be
^elected tor .hi'it destination, and the pn-cess ot
uanspoi a id i- '<¦ be continued, until the sepa¬
rate n of :re two races is completed-^ ll the

emancipated »lavts weic io remain in Kentucky
until tbey attained tne age ol tweutv-eixtit, it

would be about thirty-four years before .hi fiist
annual tranv >r,a;'"n began, il the system coin
mmce in Iand about thirty-nine yeatb, il us

ope. a< o n Oetan in 18C0.
W hat ihe mi tuber mus to he annually trans¬

ported woi-.l t be, cannot be precisely ascertained.
I obser/- it stated by the auditor .hat the iocteasc
ot slaves in K'-mucky Usi year uas between
three an lour thousand. But, as mat statement
was made tip"U a eoinparisoii id .aggngate
numbtr ot ao the slaves in the t*late without r<

gard to binhs, il does not, I ptesume, cxhiint
Truly the vat>f<n inciease, which was prohatlv
larger. The aggregate was efiectcd by the intro-
('.uction and still mure by the exponatioti ol
slaves. 1 suppose thai there would not fie less,
probably more, than five thousand to be transp r-
ied t e first year ol the operation ot the system;
but, after it was iri progress some vears, thete
would tie a consiant oimmution ot lb* numlH-r
Would it b- practicable annually to Mansport

five thousand persons irom Iveniueifvl Inert
cannot be a doubt ot it, or even a much lan"i
number. We receive from Europe annually
emigrants to an amount exceeding two hundred
and hi y th> u-atid, a< a cost lor the parage ol
ab >m ten dollar* per head, and they embark at
European potts more di-tant :r in 'he Unilrd
Siaie» than the Western coast ol Attica It o
nueihat the commercial marine, employed be¬
tween Eur pe and me United Slates afl >rdv faci¬
lities, in the transportation of emigrant*, at tha
lo>v rate, which that engaged in the commerce
be weeri Liberia ami this country does not now

supp'y; but that commerce is ineteaMiig, and by
the time th" pr> posed sys'em, il adopted, won c

go into opi ra.ion, it will have greatly augur me
l! there were a ceraintyot the annual trans-

portation ot n"t less th-«n five thousand per>ons
to Attica, it would create a demand b>r trans-
potts, and the spirit ol competition would, I nave
no doutn. greatly diminish the present e si of the
passage. That cost has- been stated, npon good
authority, 'o be .it pre-ent fitty dollars per head,
inoluding the pa»-age, and six monihs' ou fi< al¬
ter the arrival ol the emigrant in Africa. What-
i ver may be the co«t, and wha'ever the number
to be transported, the fund to be raired by the
hiieol th« :ibi rated slave, lor a p<-ri<-rl not ex¬
ceeding three yea's, will le amply snffirieiit..
The anr.iai aire, on the average, may be estima¬
ted a fi"v do'lats, or one hundred and finy lot
t ie w i.. e term.

Colonizntion will he attended with the pain-
ul effect of the separation of the colonists
from iheir paren s. and in some instances from
their chi dren; but from the la lur it will he
or Iv tempi'ary, a< they will follow and be
al aiti re-uruted. Their separation from their
parer.ts will "tiot he u^.til after they have at¬
tained a mature age, nor greitertban volunta¬
rily takes p ace with emigrants from Kuropc.
who leave their parents behind. It will be far
less distressing than what frequently occurs in
the state of slavery, and will be attended with
the animating encouragement, that ihe colonists
are transferred fr m a land of bondage and de¬
gradation for them, lo a land of liberty and
equa ity
An' 3d. Tha expense of transporting the li-

be ated slave t" the colony, an of maintaining
bun there for six months, I think, ought lo be
providid for b» fund derived from his labor in
th" manner already indicated He is Ihe party
most benefitted by emancipation. It wou'd not
be right to suh)<.ol the noli slaveholder to «r>y
pari of lb it expense; and the slavehold r will
have made sullicient sacrifices, without :.ei-,g
exclusively burihened with tuxes to raise thai
fund. He emancipated staves could be liiied
out for the time pr«p»scd by the Sheriff or other
public agent, i*i each county, who -h«»uld be
><uli|ect to strict accountisbi ity. And il would
be requisite th t there should be kept a regisi r
of all births of ail children ot color, alter the
day fixed for the commencement of the sjslem
enforced by appro; riate sanctions, ll wou'd
be a very desirable regulation o! law to have
th bir lis, deaths ar.d marriages nf the whole
population ol the Slate registered and pre¬
served, as is done in must well-governed States.
A tiling uih'T cons derations wnieh unit-- in ie-

eoiniii"M'.i g :.> the Stite ol iven-ucky a sys'eut
lor he gr^duai aholition of slavery is.ir.ai a isitg
»iut ol her il i-i ndition atlordmK grciit laciii-
ie lo the esc-p*' I bersuves into the tree States
and into Canada. -she does not enjoy the sccu
ii v vvbicii '-..me <;| t'.e slave Stales have, by be¬
ing hovered in dep h two or three slave States
intervening between ilieui and frie S'atss. She
nas a greater len '" roer ort free Sta es than
any othtr-laveS- tne Union. Tr.atborUe!
i-the Uhio tivei t it- ing In in the nrnti h ol
the Big Sanduskv to he iium n <1 .ne Ohio, *
ii-i.im e o ne? ix hiindrcd miles, separating her
Irotu ih-- alr-'.-'v ,m \v**rful nod er uiti^ Stales ol
U-'no, Indiana n.1 Iliini i».

Vas .nil!!.-1 ts ot staves have fled from most
ol the c u" t"s in Ken-ckv Irom 'he mouth o'
Bi;: San 'v o the mouth i t the .Miami, and the
evil hits initte.isiit a i > increasing. At emp's
to recov-r ihe fuet i s 5eai1 f«> Jh" most painfu
and irritating c list .is. Hi hetto countenance
and as.sistance t *n tujitiv- have btea rhirtlv

fl nits) t.y jjetsoi' in me S t>f Ohi j but o i>

toDe apprHi-mted, from tn-r progressive opposi-
non to sl..vtry,mai, in process of time, similar
laciii ies to tt-e escape ol sUves, will be f und in
,be States ol Indiana ar d Illinois Ry imansol
railroads, Cana<1a car. be ieaehtd lrom Ctncin-
nati ia a utile more trian twenty-four r.oars

In theevtm ol a civil war breaiiing out, or in
;ii,- ni-"C vine.'ul event e l a di solution of he
U ion, ::i c nseqitfLceci the existence < t1 aveiy,
K it'uciiy > oul- become ihe theatre and b ar ihe
otunlol .r.e war. She woulddouKti»ss defenn her-
sell w nn it* i known va.or and sal'aniry; bus the
superior! y ol .he nun.tiers by which sne would
be opposed would lay wascna! devastate her
tair fields. Her si-ter s'ave S aies wouM fly to
her su Co", but, even it they should he sue essful
in me unrqual conflici, she never could obtain any
nidemuuy ior the iaevi able ravaees ot me war.

It may b- utged thai we ought not, by the
gradual abolition of slavery, to separate our-
se.vrs ftoui th» other slave States, but continue
io snare with mem in all their fuune fortune*.
The power ot ea. h slave S'aie, within its limits,
ovtr the institution ut slavery, :s absolue.su-
p re die at il-'XiMistve.ix»lusive o! hat ot Con¬
gress or t ol any other S ate. The govern-
u.eut ol e .li slav S ?te is bound, by the high¬
est at>vt m -Sv solemn obligations, to dispose of
ihe question of slavery, so as Ivst to promote
ihe pe.ice, ha: pin-ss and ptospeiily ot 'he people
of tne ^iaie. Keirucky b» irg essentially a larm-
iog State, slave labor is less profitable.

If, in most of the other S a.es, mey find ikat
labor more profitable in the culture of the staples
of colli n and sugar, they may perceive a reason
in that feeling for continuing .-lavery, whicn it

cannot be expected should contr. ' the judgment
of lventuky, as to what may be fifing an i pto-
per for her interests. It she should abolish slave¬
ry. u would be her dutv, and I irust that she
would be as rea y as she now i= to i!> tend the
s ave States in the enjoyment of all tbeii lawlu!
and cot.stttu i. nal rights. Her power, political
and physical, would be gr.-atiy incicaset'-; for the
one hutidreii «nd nine y odd thousand slaves, and
heir descendants, would be gradually superseded
by an equal number ot white inhabitants who
woold be estimated per capita, ar.d not by the
le.ieial rule ot thrce-fi: hs prescribed lor the co¬
lored race in the Constitution of ibe United States,

1 have thus, without reserve, Iree'.y "pressed
uiy opinion and presented my viev;?. 1 he inter¬

esting subject ol which 1 have treated would
have admitted ol much enlargement, but 1 have
desired to consult brevity. The plan which 1
have proposed will hardly he accusfd ol being
too early in iis commencement or loo rapid in

its operation. It will be more likely to meet witn
contrary reproaches. It adopted, it is to begin
thirty-1.' ur or thiny-nine years irora ihe time ot
its adoption, as the one pericd or tbe other shall
be selected tor its commencement. How long a

lime will it take to remove all the colored race
Imm the State, by the annual iranspottation of
each year's natural increase, cannot he exactly
ascertained. Alter the system had been in ope¬
ration some years, i think it probable, trom the
manifest blessings that would t.illow Irom it, from
the diminished value of slave labor, and from the
humanity and b?nen',volenceol private individu-
als prompting a liberation of their slaves and
their transportation. a general disposition wouli.
exist to accelerate and complete the work ol co-

lon-zvion.
That the system will be attended with some

mcrifices on the part of slaveholder*, which
are to be regretted, need not be denied. hat
great and beneficial enterprise was ever ?c-

complished without risk and sacrifice. But
these sacrifices arc distant, contingent and in¬

considerable. Assuming the year |f60 for tbe
commencement of the system, all slaves born
prior to that time would remain such during
their lives, and the personal loss of tbe slave¬
holder w. u!d be only the ditlerence in value of
a female slave, whose oflspring, if she had any
born after the first day of Januaty, I860, should
be free at the age of twenty-nve, or should be
slaves for life-

In the meantime, if the right to remove or

sell the slave out of the State should he exrr-

cised, that trill ng loss would not be incurred,
The slaveholder, alter the commcnccinetit of
the system, would lose the diflcrence in value
befveer. slaves for life, and slaves until tbe aie
of twenty five. He might also incur some in¬

considerable expense iu rearing, from their
birth, the issue of those who were to be free -t

twenty-five, until Ihev were old enough to be
apprenticed out; but as it is probable that th< y
would be most generally bound to him, he
woul'. receive some indemnity from their Ber-

vices, until they attained their majority.
Mosi ol the evils, hisses and mistoftunes or

human lite have some compensation or aile/ta-
li m. The slaveholder is generally a land-hol¬
der, and I am peisuaded ih^t he would fiod, m

ihe'augtnemed value ol his land,*ome, n Dot lull
indemnity lor losses arising to him from eman¬

cipation *nd coloniziiion. Me would also lihe-
taliy sii«t.w in the general benefits, accruing to

the whole State, It. m the extinetion of slavery
These have been so otten and so fullv siatcd,
that I will not, nor is i: necessary io dwell upon
them extensively. Ti.ey may be summed up «n

a tew woids. VV« shall temove (rom among us

the contaminating influences of a servile and

degraded race ol dirterent color; we shall enjoy
the proud and conscious sati-l^ction ol p'acing
that race wuere iliey can ei.jov the ereat bles¬
sings ol iiber-1/ :. r.d civil, poli ieal and sorir.'
. qualitv; we shall acquire the advantage ol th*.
diligence, the fi lelii v and the constancy ol free
labor, instead ol me carelessness, the infidelity
atid the uus'eadint-ss of slave labor; we shall
. leva'e the character ol white labor, ant! elevate
the social condition of the white laborer; aug¬
ment the value ol our lands improve the agricul-
lure ol the State, a tract eapiial lroin abroad to

all the pursuits of commerce, manufactures and
agricul'ure; redressed, as lar and as l«ist as we

ptud. ntly cou'd, any wrongs which the defC'.n ;

ants ol Altica h-tve snfleiedai oui ban and ve

should demon.s'raie ;he sincerity wish *vhith we

pay indiscriminate homage .o ihe great cause ol
,he libeitv ol the human race

Kentucky erijojs high respect a^d honorab'e
consideration throughout the Union and through¬
out tbe civilized world; but, in my bumble opin
ion, no title which she has to the esteem and ad¬
miration of mankind, no deeds of her former
glory, wculd equal, in greatness and grandeur,
that of being the ioneer Stale in removing from
her soil every trace of human rlavery, and in
establishing the descendants ol Africa, within
tier jurisdiction, in the native land f their fore
lathers.

I ha -e thus executed the promise I made, al¬
luded to in '.he commencement of this letter,
and 1 hope that 1 Iiavedone it ca'mly, free f'om
intemperance, nod so as to wound the sensibili¬
ties ol none. I sincerely hope that the. question
may br consi'ered and decided, without ihe in
fiuence o! party or passion. 1 should be most
nappy to have the good fortune of coinciding
in opinion with a majority of the pet pie of
Kentucky; but, if there be a majority opposed
to all schemes ol gradual emancipation, now-
ever much I may regret it, my duly will b? to
bow in submission to their will.

If it be perfectly certain and manifest that
su> h a majority exists, I shou d think it better
not to agitate the question at all, since thai, in
that case, would be useless, and mght .'ier
ci-e a pernicious collateral influence- upon the
f.ur consideration of other amendments which
may be proposed to our Constitution. Jl th-re
he a majo-ity of the peop e of Kentucky at
tiiis t me averse to touching the institution of
slavery, as it now xists, we, who had thought
and wished otherwise, can only indulge the
hope that, at some future time, ut-der better
auspices and with the blessings of Providence,
the cause which we have so much at heart,
may be attended with better success

In any event. I shall have the satisfaction'if
having performed a duty to the Stale, to the
subject, and to myself, by placing my senti¬
ments permanent y upon rcord

With great regaid 1 am your friend and obe
dierit servant, H. CI-AY-
To Richard Pikdkll, L-">q.

CORRESPONDENCE.
PowiiiTiK ("ountt, 6th March, IS49

Dear Sir: At a meeting of the Democrat* »f
Powhatan, you were unanimously selected as

their candidate lor rc-electi n at the approach-
iti^ election
We take tssucli pleasure in acquainting ynu

with the wishes of the meeting, at <1 hope that
it will accord both with your inclination and
convenience to comply with iis request.

Very truly wiur*,
JOHN It. HARVIE,
I05EPH A MAYO,
EDWARD F. BAUGH,

To H. L. Hopkims, ksq. Gomuiii.ee,

Richmond, March lith, 1.19
Gentlemen : I am in possession of your laviir

of the 6 h i'-stant. apprizing me «>f mi un /ii
ominution, by "o mretimg of the Democrats

i'f Powhatun,' a- their candidate for re-election
to the i'i'.u House of Delegates.and you are

pleased to t;xprcs* t' e l;<.po tnat i' will accord
with my ' ir. ./iiuilwn" and ' co/ive ience"1 to at

cept the same. When I accepted a similar n
nunat'on from my fellow citizens last Fall, I
distinctly announced to them my purpose, if
elected, to retire from public life at the end of
the present Leais'ature, unless unforeseen cii-
cum-t-.ncts should arise to make it proper for
me to continue. Nothing occurred, winch, in
my view, made it necessary lor rnc to do *o.
and acc.>idinj|y. on the 5th of January la*t, I
published my Card, declining a re-elec ion. Two
months ave elapsed, and up' n full considera¬
tion of their interest and their rights, the De¬
mocrats of Po* ha*an have again demanded my
service* I ne ther sough; or desired a ri uiina-
t on, but as t cy have made it of their own
free wil and accord, p-»tri tism, duty and pra-
titude. forbid me to decline it, and, under the
circumstances, I accept it with pleasure. I am.

geniicnu n, with sentiments of hinh respect,
your obedient servant, H. L. HOPKINS-
To Messrs John B. HaRvif, Joseph a. Mato

and Edward F. Bavgii.Committee.

NATURAL SYMPATHY.
During the icceni !i t;g debate on * he Navija-

!!¦. r. L.hvo it. tte B'itisii Hou*e r.l Commons Mr.
Lab 'uchrre stated ibat he i.-*ci had a crnversa-

tion wiih tee American Minister, Mr. Bancrolt,
| respecting ceriain tree ttade measures, and the
American Govern m ent enifrtaioed liberal views
and would open ihe American pons to British
shipping on terms of reciprocity; Mr. Lahouchere
was immediately reminded by a ptoteciionist
member that the Folk Admi titration would soon

bs succeeded by r.notlicr pany who would not

yitld protective dtries, as this party were Whigs
and ilf.v v.ell understood ihe ictcrrst of their
country! P >!k a::1 B.it.rr. :t wou!l he Miccefd-
td oy Taylor an a new tarini Ti)i> explatia-
t:on was loudly cheered b) the protecionlsis.
The f.ien.is cu privilege anri monopoly all

over ihe world ieel alike.but they cannot suc-
ces-luiiy re>i»t the march ot liberal sentiments.
We hail with pleasure this concordant proposi¬

tion ol the English Minis ry and Mr. Bancrolt to

open the British coasting irade to our ve«els,.
We can see no force in the objection raised by
Mr. Webster that our own vessels will be driven
by foreigners from our own coas:ii:g trade We
have more faith in Yankee cnterprize and ener¬

gy, an belitve that they can triumphantly com-

pcir wi.ii the marine «t every nation it< ihe world.

£j*At a mre.ing ot the Committees ot the
Bar and eitizens, Gen. J. B. Harvie Chairman
and John S. Caskie Secretary, Mr. Mac'arland
has been selected to deliver an oration on the cba-
racier ot me late B. W. Leigh.

Iv i C !? MONT), VA^
Wednesday Morning, .'March 14, 1849.

MR. CLAY'S PRONUNCIAMENTO.
As a mailer of public curiosity, and as a gra-

lilying proof ol the evils which the country have
es«»oetl by defeating ihe bold, ambitious and

reckless statesman ol the West, who stops at no¬

thing in pressing his peculiar schemes, we pub¬
lish at lene'h his late letter from New Orleans.

However, at a tlifTen.nl period and under difltr-
en> circumstances, such a schemc might have

been regarded wita lavor by leading Southern

men, it cannot be denied, that, at the present mo¬

ment, wh^ii the fanatics of the North are moving
Heaven an'l earth to breaic down the South, this

agiiation ol the subject by Mr. Clay must encou¬

rage the Northern Abolitionists in their insane

projects. In submitting this letter, we cannot

bat rejoice hat his own Kentucky is opposed 10

his movement.and this but adds to the mischiev¬
ous and daring character of his present course..

On the 31 February the Legislature ol Kentucky
unanimously adopted the following resolution :

"Resolved, That we, the representatives of the
people of Kentucky, are opposed to abolition or

tm"n'ipntwn ol slavery in any J»rm. or sknpe
whuttc-r, f-xcept a* now provided by the Consti¬
tution and laws of ib«» State."
The Lexington Observer, a leading Whig or¬

gan devoted to Mr. Clay, comes out in strong
terHis again?! Mr Clay's letter and says:

.it Mr. Clay had been in Kentucky, and fully
apprised ol pu .lie feeling upon this subject, a*

displayed iu the Legislative and tlsewheie, he
Would have made, vu> think, the concluding part
ol his letie'' still stronger, and frankly said at
i rice lhat he saw no hope of executing his wishes
now, atiii advised his Iriends to relinquish an im-
prac icable undertaking.
'.What effect mis document is to have upon

the country, leinains to be seen. We believe the
settled convictions ot ihe public mind on this sub¬
ject aie too sirens to De shak- n by the potent in¬
fluence of Mr. Clay's name or ihe strength of the
arguments he may adduce."
The Louisville Journal confirms the accuracy

of this leflection of popular sentiment, when it

says:
"We must r> iterate the expression of our full

con vision, that there is not at this time the slight¬
est earthly chance that the State Convention, to

be held next (all, will incorporate in the New
Constitution a provision for the emancipation of
slaves. We do not believe there are len cunties
thai will send emancipation delegates io the Con¬
vention, and our opinion upon ihis subject has
been funned upon free and careful consultation
with the most enlightened inen members of the
L-qisi/iture and others, from every county in the
State."
A letter from Kentucky in the Union is to the

same effect:
"Emancipation is dead in Kentucky beyond

the expectation of its greatest opponents .
There can be no doubt at all that the course of
the aboli'iou party in Congress has led to this
result. Tin re is no doubt, either, that it was

once quite a strong par y; but until it was seen

what the Abolitionists determine to do through
the general government, nothing will be done to

lavor emancipation in the slave states "

It was ifi the teeth of these unequivocal de¬
monstrations that Mr. Clay wrote and publishc
nis sweeping emancipation letter.which l as
called from the New Yoik Tribune, a stat i.jh

anti slavery paper, a compliment as folowa:
"The Loco-Foco Legislators who withheld

(rem him their votes for Senator on the avowed
ground ol their hostility to his Free Soil prin¬
ciple* and Emancipation tendencies, lor once did
him justice in their excus it not in iheir deed.
Mr. Clay is an advocate of Free Soil.not alone
in remote California, hut in prescut Kenuicky.
He would frfe ih-* soil <>l his own loved State
tr« m the blight and curse ot Human Slavery
His teni!enci' s an? in truth toward Liberty, and
he does not wail to see how ihe parly will be af¬
fected iher'*by before proclaiming them. In ihe
great metropolis ol Slavedoin he made up his
Blind to i ppose openly and thoroughly tlie Annex¬
ion ol Texas; m m lhat same metropolis his
voice ag nil peals through the lurid, pleating tor

deliverance o those in bondage.i«,r a new jubi-
h e ol Free lorn. It must be heeded and felt.-.
We do not believe the worl' will stop at the
p"int indicated by them, but we are giatetul to

whomsoever wili itnpel Uforward ifius far. I| ihe

people of Kentucky shall now deodi taai Slavery
among mem Miall not ouiUm another generation,
an that the Slaves may be tiee only on condi¬
tion of Iheir restoration to Atrica, a public opin¬
ion will \<>on gtow up which will not only ehet-
rh tiieae-' ol Emancipation, but yul aiiHe rk-j con¬
dition. Whenever the people ol Ktmuckv shall
determine to be rid o| Slavery, they will find
"line directs?? way to eff ct their purpose than by-
sending all theirSlaves ofl to Africa. But we

thank th" man who says so much in favor o!

Kman<ipaiion, and in such manner as to disarm
.he prejudices of hundred "It is the first sep
<hat costs," and that .VIr. day has tairen decisive-
>v. ; VV. truMthe pc pie will take care ol the re-

maindei. shortening the iriierum and decree¬
ing earlier Kmancipaiit n without enforced colo¬
nization in distant Africa. Courage and Action!
IrienJs .of impartial Freedom! The hour i*
about to str'ke.the knell ol Bondage to be soun¬

ded 1"
This abolition editor shews with what confi¬

de: cc ihe Northern lanatics rely upon this end¬

ing wedge I r lull and complete abolition, wit-,

out nny rn.tdi'i»ns.ruthlessly sacrificing ihe

rii*n'.«, peace and safety if the slave Slates, ami

launching thern up< n ti c boisterous sea of agi¬
tation and ruin. With the dark cloud that thiea-
tens us from the North, we are fiirnly eonvine-

e>l, that our only safety is obstaprinapiit .resist
he movement in its birth. |t is indeed, "the

firs; step that costs," and once begun un.ter pre¬
sent ciicumraro s, it must induce a most dis¬

astrous condition ol affaus. We ate glad to find
in the New Orleans Bulletin, (a leading Whig

paper,) an nr'ic>e which so well and s.> <. rongy
urcsenis these views. The article "as published
uhile Mr. day was in the city, bu: before hi

letter had transpired. We make, a copious ex

ti n from i', and would remark, that we hav

specially inaoduced the evidence ol Whig or¬

gans, so as to show lhat party leeling has n<

thing to do with tneir denunciation of Mr
C ay'> proposition. Tne Bulletin referring i<

he unanimous adoption of the above resolution
by the K< n ucky Legislature, say-:

We are glad to sco this demonstration on the

part of Kentucky. It is significant of the ac

lion of the people, who will be represented in
Convention, to meet in a few months, for the

purp se of amending the Slate Constitution.
when the question of slavery wiit be a main

subject of agiiation.
The people of Kentucky, when assembled in

Convention, will view the subject in the smie

light with their representatives in the Legisla
lure. The Northern Abolition sts have, w ithin
the past few months, made such unmistakable
indications of .heir designs, that it would be
the height of folly for any of tte slave States
contiguous to the Iree States, to hold out an\

ei co n iigement to this progressive spirit of fa
naticism and discord, by assuming a passive or

i.cgauve character. Delaware, Maryland, Vir¬
ginia, K-utuckv and Tennessee, are what the
fanatics of the Norih regard as promising mis¬

sionary giound In consequence ol iheir prox¬
imity, they easily inoiicac their mischievous
d>.*c:tines; and by obs ructing, as much as possi¬
ble, the ieolamati.>n of l-.iginve slaves, an annoy¬
ance :o which these S atc> are, irom their situa¬
tion, so continually exposed, tney hope io make
slaves so wor h essas property, tnat iheir owners
will be lorcej, in >elf def-nce, to export them to

the Siates former Sou.h, and thus effect ab ilition
ot slavery by force ot circumstances, and give
an accession of five s ave States to the tree
States. It is very possible, thai had it been left
to ihe slow but certain operation ct time, the ob-
jrer would have been accomplished; they have,
however, by their own ac s, retarded, it not de¬
feated, the consuminaiion o: their purposes.
The complexion which this subject has assumed,
within the last Winter, must have the effect ot
arousing all the apa'he'ic and wavering ot the

(citizens ft 'he Souh to a sense of the danger
lhat firea ens them I wi I do mor-\ It -.vj!>
show them the nece^si v ol p -sirvinz a un'tr.i

household; and now unn.mral and heinous will
be the crime ot weak rung he b.odsof brother.
hood, bv either passively or active y encouraging
the assaiibs of tho*e wno openiy avow their de¬
signs of des''oyiog our p-cuiiar hstituiions.
Were the South numerically and physically
weaker than she is, there are no fears to be en¬
tertained of our abili'y t0 defend ourselves when
attacked, provided we are united.
Our position is a defensive one; we are,

moreover, the weaker party, and we are to rely
upon the justice of our cause, and our united and
Concentrated moral force, to resist successfully
ihe attacks of our assailant*.
The simple, but significant resolution of ihe

Legislature of Kentncky, is a model for imita¬
tion Let every s ave Stare, in a lormal and de¬
liberate manner, declare "thai the people ate op
P' sed to the abolition or emancipation of slavery
in any form or shape whatever, except as now

provided for by the constituiion and laws of the
States" Such an unequivocal declaration
would address itself with irresistible force, lotbe
convictions of our Northern brethren. Ii would
moreover, instruct u» how we stand.what is our

strength at home, and the measure ot sympathy
abroad.b>r, upon that simple issue, "those who
are nut with us areagainM u«."

STATE CKEDIT.
The following bill, which we find in the

Times, proposed by Mr. Sioval!, the popular
"Chancellor o! the Exchequer," passed the House

yesterday unanimously. Air. Stovall urged an

unanimous vole in lavor ot the bill, and said it

would do more to establish the credit o( the State

than any measure proposed for iwcnty years..
He Mated tha* there would be a surplus ol $-13,-
000, at ihe end of the present fiscal year. He
said it hail been aseeriained that the James River
and Kanawha Company would be lully able to

pay iis interest, and would not call lor the two

last insialments ol the Slate loan within the year.
We agree with the Times that "ii is a mea¬

sure which will evince to the world that under
all circumstances and all contingencies this good
old State will redeem every dollar of the public
debt."
A HILL FOR THE GRADUAL REDEMPTION OF

THE PUBLIC DEBT.
J. Be it enacted by the General Assembly,

That the act entitled, "an act crearir.g a sinking
I ii nil lor the redemption of the cer lificates of the
debt ol the Commonwealth held by individuals
or corporations," passed 10 h March, lt?35, be,
and ihe same is hereby, repealed.

¦2. All the certificates of State Stock pur¬
chased by the commissioners ot ihe sinking
fun !, shall be, and are hereby, cancelled, and
the iniere-t ihereon cease on the 1st ot January,
1849 ') he bonds of the James River and Ka¬
nawha Company, guaranteed by the State, and
h'-ieio'ore held by the commissioners oi ihe
sinking lur.d, shail be, and arc hereby, transfer¬
red io, and vested in, thp Presides and Direc¬
tors of the Board ol Public Works, snbjvct to be
disposed ol as part o! ibe lur.d fit Internal Im¬
provement.

3. The sum of one hundred thousand dollars
shall be anr.uaily se; npau and pai-! over by the
warrant ol ihe auditor, to ihe order ol li.r Board
ot Public Works, io be applied by the Board io

the gradual redemption ol *o much of ihe pub¬
lic deb: as shall l.edue ir redeemable from time
to lime. And if, in any year, ihe funds in the
tri-a-ury shall be insufficient to supply ihe said
annual appropi iaiion, ihe Board ol Public Works
shail be empowered io raise by temporary loan
so much as may be necessaiy lor that purpose

4 In like manner, il the annual appropriation
io the gradual redemption ol the pubiicdebi.be in¬
sufficient to redeem any ceriifi aies ol public debt
tailing due, and payment thereof be demanded
by the holders, the Boatd ol Public Works shall
be authoiiz d lo ra ze by temporaiy loans, on Ihe
credit ol the coinmooweahh, so much as m.ty be
necessary to effect such redemption; and all siiaie
stock so redeemed shall be rancellul and filed in
the treasury office ol the commonweal h.

5. Tiiis act thall be in l-irce Irom its passage.
WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

By the las: accounts from Spain, we learn that
ihe Spanish Government has declared that no

propositi! n was ever made lo ihern :or .he annex¬

ation ol Cuba to tr.e United Slates. The New
York Herald say«, this may be all true; yet, "the
American Government instructed their ininis er

to make an indirect inquiry of the Spanish min¬
istry, as io iheir sentiment* on the subject ol patt¬
ing with Cuba." Ii adds;

'.Bui a lull acn ur.i of mis affair, from an au-

l""iiic source, will soon be published in this
! .l *y. It will ctnne fiom a Southern S are;

a.i- a len it do'-s come, Mr. Boil*, ol Virginia,
wii! ok silly enough. Wc know what we

»*:."
!> ii rcler to Mr. T. C. Reynold*, late Sec-

retary of Legation in Spain, now in Madrid ?

"THE LONE STAR."
We undersrairl ihai Mr. J. S. Pendleton lately

despatch-d r.n express in his District, to announce

him as a candidate for Congress. This looks a«;

it he were not going full minister to Chili.
.Mr. Bolls has nnt received that < fiiee, though,

lo judge by ihe sneers of ihe Whig, he has

jumped upon the Taylor Allison platform ol the

Inaugural as "good enough Whig for him.".
Mr. Bi'tts in one id his many "Proteus," &c.
threaiened to tear the "Allison Plaih-rni' into
Iragmeti's. Hut General Taylor is now Presi¬
deit I

ALEXANDER NEWMAN, ESQ..
We have already piiblitbtd a lull abstract ol

the proceedings o( tl.e Blacksville Convention,
which nominated Mr. Newman lor i_ n$;rcss-
and we therefore do not deem ii necessary, as re¬

quested by a Iriend, to give all the details espe¬

cially as our columns aie weighed dowu by o.her

m.Ht'eis. VVe, however, cheerfully make room

fur the admirable address ol the committee. Mr
N. richiy deserves the high honor which nas been
conferred upon him and we zealously appeal to

every Democrat to come up to his aid. We re-

gr.t to see some sign* . I di-affection in Marshall
county-we tru«-t ihat the "sober, second thought''
will allay iheir disappointment and uree thern to

a cordial suppoit i f he nominee :ind their princi¬
ples and party, a iriend writes:

" The Convention was the largest by far and
the most gilted bidy which has <-ver assembled
in this Di-trici. The Whig pat y have riorrn-

nfted Charlet W. Rus>e!|( Esq., an associate at

the bar in this city 11" will canvass the Dis-
trict, but we have no fears whatever o1 the result.
We -hall elect our nominee by a: Itast five hun-
dred votes "

TO THE VOTERS OF THE 15TH CONGKES
SIOAAL DISTRICT.

In \iew o the imp rtaocc ol the romiiis con¬

gressional campaign, and in conformity with the
wishes of the late Blacksville Convention, the
undersigned beg leave to submit to you, a few
considerations in a spirit of entire devotion to

the principles which have hitherto governed anu

held us together V\ e need not relcr to the re

suit ol the late Presidential Election. Brought
about by the dclcction ol our own friends i" i*

pregnant with teachings which cannot soon be
forgotten. It was decided upon no well defined
i.tie.. All the old landmarks of our opponent'
were disregarded or overthrown; and we beheld
the whole Whig party throughout the Union act¬

ing upon the advice of the members of that par¬
ty wr>o were destitute of fiolitieal integrity and
merging a I other considerations in a blind en¬

thusiasm, for a mere military Chieftain. The
old and cherished issues of a National Bank,
Distribution and a high protective t . ri«I were

postponed for the time being, with the design i>i

foisting in members of Congress from different
districts throughout the Union, who would ad
vocat-'in their representative capacity, all these
measures.
Ina letter which Brownlowof Tennessee, ad¬

dressed in thcEfitorsof the Richmond Repui-
ican, h ma .. us-< f this language: "My ail-
vice to the C ay men and the Whig party, is

o elect G-n. laylor upon his charac:> r, as a

military chieitain. Pledged as he is interpose
no veto upon t ie action of Congress we can r
he is successful, hi:ch !o our traces th'c old issues
"f Bank, 1 art/1 am! Distribution.make them
¦ he .es's in the election of Representatives io the
lower House.and effect through them, that gov-
ern menial polity, for which the whig party
nave so lung labored." It must ihetelorc be ap¬
parent to y. u, f.cm all that took place previous
10 ihe election is well as Irom all that has taken
p.ace aince, iha: in the approaching canvass iR
this District an attempt will be made to carry out
t.'n» design. It m.u lor the present be masked
An attempt may, acd will no doubt, be made to
deceive u.u with the assurance of no-partyiim
and hat partiz :o spirit, as hitherto indulged ou»ht

be restrained.
There always has been, there always mo* be

sentimental differences in ibis country. What
ngh; have you 10 be ieve thai an avowed whig
even il elected wi h these honeyed professions on
his lips, wilt not be true to his party? Has ii
not always been so? What isthe'psctacle which
we now wim-ss, after all the prolusions of Gen
Taylor and his friends? Has not Gen Taylor
already selected a Whig cabinet which must if it
stands at all, stand on itsdevotiou to Wbignrin-
ciples, which no one dan d openly 0 avow in the
last canvass? There is in this maiter uo medium-
those who are not lor us, are against us rnt'

! 3re D0W ,n lhe House ot Representatives
but t.vo oariies. as there always must be. One
"i toe very first acts of General Tavlor's admin-
i-s tr ion must evince the truth o: t.-iese observa-

We do not condemn it in vauce-but
^ e no hesitation in expressing t,ur belief

that i. ne people are true loihem'e vet it cann-1
stam; such a curious piece of Mosaic work so

ingeniously pu; log-tner, may dazzle the eye'for
a moment, but there is no: sufficient cone«ion

^'ut 11render it permanent or command the
approval of the American people

j in Virginia we stand in an attitude peculiarly
important. a\e has never faltered. Tnis dis¬
trict ha* never fat.ered, and it never can as long
as we continue joined together. Against such a
result as we have indicated we warn you. We
a jure you to suffer no soft pledges to swerve

you from the path of your duty. Are you pre¬
pared io have any part either directly or indi¬
rectly, io the election of a Whig representative
who will cast his whole influence and his vote in
favor ot those measures of the Whig party
against which you have so long warred? Al¬
ready the project of a National B-ink is suggested.
Mr. Clay, notwithstanding his retiracy JrVm the
Senate of the United States, after a valedictory
which professed to ciose bis public career, has
accepted an appointment as Senator from Ken-

tucky, and goes into the fit Id ol hi' old labor, to

carry out his long cherished political policy..
Mr. Clay will be the actual President. He ami
his Irien ls will control the legislation of Con¬
gress. H*1 will shape ii« measures. However
hcines! General Taylor may be, he must k* con¬

tent to follow not to lfad. He dare not veto <>ny
act. His cabinet will be Whig.he has himself
declared that he is a Whig, but not an libra
Whir, and he never can with his limited politi¬
cal experience, compete wi:h the time-honored
leaders ol the Whig party. Y<.u can see then
the dancer which suriounds you; supincness or

inactivity on your part, stifl'.s your voice.
throw? your principles in abeyance for years.it
mav be, torevrr.

Elect a Whig, and Whig princip'es to the ex¬

tent of his vote, are lastened upon this district,.
What confidence can you place in the profes-
sions of that man who |comes before you now,
with his hands upon his lips ready to swear,
that although a Whig he is a man of the peo-
pie .that he deprecates party spirit.and would
be governed in his action by what he believes to

be the good of the whole ? Are not such men,
TU'io, have they not heretofore been, among the
mos-t violent ol your opponents? What change
then, but one to mislead, to misrepresent you,
could actuate such sentiments? What safety
have you under such circumstances? Look,
then, to yourstlves.look to your own party.
to your own men, for counsel and for guide .
Wo present yt u with a man whom you have
long known.who has never faltered .who
stands now, where he has always stood, in de-
fence of that political creed which comes home

j to o'ir business and our bor-oms. He is honest,
capable and tirm. His whole course lor years
attests his devotion to your interests. It was

seen, in his service as a member of the Senate
of Virginia.it was seen in his votes as a dele-
gate from the county of Marshall. It is an old
and fam'li ir name to many of you. Scan his
acts; they court your scrutiny, they must de
mand your admiration. Need we a>-k for him
y.'ur >upport? Need we bespeak for him your
vol??? We do not so far mistrust ourselves, nor

you The result is witn you.the power is yours
. aud with the confident trust in your faithful-
ness to yourselves, and to him, we yield r.ow, to

no other thought, than the one winch prompts
an anticipation of a victory as brilliant on our

part, as it will be memor^b e to those who have
entertained designs which, while they would be
fatal to you, would be a peculiar glory to them.

NATHAN H TAFT, ol Barbour,") 0
JOHN P.COOPER,ol Monongalia, | V
J. L. GRAY, of Hancock, ^ s

SHERRARD CLEMENS, ol Ohio, I i. j
J. H. ROBINSON, of Marion, J j? j
UNITED STATES StNATK.

[Reported for the Ballimore Sun.)
Washington, March 12

Prayer by Rev. Mr. Sliccr. Journal of Fri¬
day read.

'Mr. Webster rose, and stated that he desired
to occupy, for a few moments, the attention of
ihe Senate, sad presented the following resolu¬
tion :

Resolved, That the President of the United
States be requested, if not in his judgment in¬
compatible with tiie public intensH, to transmit
to the Senate any instruction which may havo
been given to the minister of the United States
in Lotdon, offering a further extension of reci¬
procity and equality, in the laws of navigation,
and especially such instructions, if any, as con¬

template the opening of the coasting trade of
the United Slates, to the ships and vessels of
other nations.
Mr. Webster rema'ked, that from a tele-

graphic despatch received fiotn Halifax, it ap-j
pea red that information had ben received there
by the steamer, that our Minister in London
had expressed his readiness to enter into such
an arrangement with the British Government,
as would open the entire coasting trade t-> the
vesse 9 ol both nations. His object in offering
the present resolution, Mr. W. said, was to call
the attention of the country to this very impor¬
tant subject. The information cailed for, could
be furnished at the present or the next session
as the President might deem expedient. He
must confess for himself, that he had been a lit-
tie startled at the annunciation that our Minis-
ter, now in England, had offered to open a nego-
tiatiin which might throw open our whole coast-
ing trade to the vesse s of both countries. If!
such an arrangement was entered into with
England, we would be bound to extend the same

privileges hereafter to Northern Europe, (Bre¬
men, <vc.,) a so.

It would be well, continued Mr. Webster, to re¬
sort to experience to ascertain the effect of open¬
ing this trade in the nouhern pans nt Europe, am!
io see how lar our commercial marine might be al-
tected thereby. The coasting trade was veiy much
ol the basis of our commercial marine. It this
trade were thus opened, merchandise would be as
freely carried to our possession*on the Pacific, not
unlv around the Cape, bui across ihe I-thmiis, in
British as in American vessels. Th.it our minister
ha I been authorize I to open a negotiation calcu¬
lated to ui mot a system ol sixty years duration,
demanded at etnion, and he had iherelorc offered
the resolution, of which it' no objections were
made, he should ask ihe consideration to-day. If
objection, however, was made, it must ol course
lie on ihe table until lo-inotroW.
No objection being made the resolution was

adopted.
Mr. Mason had b-ave ;n withdraw ihe papers

of Mis. Ann Cnase wi'h ihe view, le snirl, < |
their submission i" the board ol coinini-siotitr*
on he Mexican claims.
A message wa» received fr< tn the Pre i i»-n> ol

ih- U.-iiied Stans by tie hand of ('ol. H'i-~, j ri-
vate secreiary, understood to be n< minatioi.s :oi
somr twenty or thirty vacanci-s existing atai
about to occur,among which 1 understand, are
Justices of the Peace for the District of Colum¬
bia; Mr. Loyal, naval i ffioer at Norfolk, ie ap-
p inted; Paimei V. K» 11 yg, in place o: Jacob
(ioiilil, marshal of the Western District of New
Yotk; Gov. Gayle, representative in ihe las' C n-
er- s*>, Ju'lge oi the District Courts ot the Unitn'
Sta e% tor Alabama; C i.tries Hudson, a repr--
s-n aiiV'- in the las Congtess from Massathu-
s*11- n.i'.'al officer ot il.e port of Bos on

Ihe Senate went immediately into EsrcutiV'
>esnon, referred to the appropriate com unties the
nominations sent in, an! ihen adjourned.

[ I he select committee on Gen. Shields' eli«i.
Mii y, i: is understood, have completed I e r re-

p r , which will be presented to morrow, and, it

i> sai l, is against htm J
UNITED STATES SENATE.
[Repor.td ior t:e Baltimore Sun J

Wa-hinot 'N. March 13, IfcltJ.
Prayer b. the Rev. Mr. Sheer. Journal «;

yes ent iy r«ad.
Mr. Mas.'ii,from the select commitment whoi

was a!?!red tne certificate r-l election of ihe ho
:ioiab!c James Shie s to a >e it in ihis N :y, « u|.
instrufiiius io inquire into the eligibility «.( iije

?aid James Sliirlds lo such sp.it.r» p«»r
Tn.it having given due no'ice to sai' Suit!.is

he appeared b lore ihem, and ihey took the sub
j> c in o > onsi 'era i >n.

They Jar'her report that the said certify ate <

election .»dare* thai the said James Shields wa>

chosen a Senator of ihe United Slates hv the
Legislature of the State ol Illinois, i n the |H I,
d.v of January las'.that i: Itirher afipears and
is admitted by the said James Shield# that he is
an alien bv Dirth, and the only proot before the
committee ot the naturalization ol ihe sa«d
Shields in ihe United States, is contained in the
copy ol a certificate ol naturalization in the Cir¬
cuit Court ot Effingham county, in the sai! State
ot Illinois, which i* annexed to ar.d made p;:rt
ol this report, by which certificate it appears thai
'lie said James Shields was admi.ted by <-aid
Court a cu zen ol the United Stale* on the 2lsi
day of October, 1810. The committee iheteliire
report the following resolution:

Resolved, Tha' the election o| James Shields,
io oe a Senator of the United Sta es, was void, he
col having been a citizen ol the United Stat-s
tne term of years rcquirec as a quahficaiioa to be
a Senator ol the United States.
Mr. Mason statsd that the committee ha'4, seve¬

ral days since been prepare i o report, and had
ihen addressed a iet'er to Geo. Shields, through

' their chairman, slating that they were ready to
receive any communication which he might de-

j sire io make, or lo afford him any lurther time
which he might require. They met again the next
day, but no communication was receive:!. Yes¬
terday, l.owevrr, it was ascertained that General

| Shiel.is had sent a communicatiot., but, from ac¬
cident it had not reached them Thty had ihere-
ft re lurther postponed until to-day the making of
their report, but Gen. Shields had not deemed it
advisable to make any communication.
The report and resolution having been read .

Gen. Shields rose and said, thai this might be
the only occasion Which he should ev« r have
to address ibis honorable bodv fbe objection
to his eicgibiiity originated in 'his b dy. He had
no competitor irom his S ate to contest his righ'
to a neat. He had 'here an honorable competitor
in the candidate of the opposing party beiore the
Legislature. Nothing, he had reason to believe,
would have induced inai gentleman to come here
and contest his right to a seat in this body. Nor
had there been any communication from Illinois
expressing doubt as to his eligibility, though be
had a large party there opposed to him, and ol
course enemies in his own party. There could
nut be found five men in Illinois who would pre¬
sent here a memorial to reject him from his scat,
on the ground ol ineligibility.
He had been in the State Legislature, a Judgt,

Commissioner in the Geoeral Land Office, a
General in the Army, lor three days Governor
of Oregon, all requiring naturalization, and yet
the question ol eligibility had never yet teen rai¬
sed in connection with either. The Senator from
Wisconsin had raited that question here, as he
bad a perteci right to do. Perhaps It was bis
duty to do so. The question having been raised,
and referred to ihe honorable and intelligent com-

mittee who had reported upon ihe subject, hr had
made op his mind to submit to ihe decisitn of
iliis- body without opposition, an.i throw himseit
upon his State to sus a in bun. Ifihcy abandon,
ed him, he should never present himself again
lor ofhce in these United States.
Tito committee had actcd upon the evidence

before them.they could not act otherwise. He
could have explained, but as he had already beeu
charged with indiscretion, he forbore. He bad been
jjuiliy ol an error in a letter to a gentleman of
this body, and he coniessed his wrong. When a
Tentleman called on him, ar.d refetred to the in.
judicious constiuction ol which that letter was
busci p ible, he had immediately authorized him
ui withdraw it. Before this body, and be lore
God, he disavowed the construction given to tha:
letter, lie was incapable ol such a thought, ol a
menace ol assassination.

_ _ .lie would call on every citizen of ihe United
States to repel sucn an imputation. He would
call on the gent ietoan himself, between whom
and that gentleman's brother-in-law he had thrust
his own body to save him irom the consequences
of an imputed crimc against the domestic peace
ol that brotber-in-law. He was now reaping the
effects ol his own indiscretion; and he had made
U[> hi, mind to submit unresistingly to the deci¬
sion of this body.to go home and appeal lo his
own Slate to reinstate him.
Mr. Turney was not satisfied with the report

oi ihe committee, am! argued at ten? ,f,ic^t me
constitution does not require thai a pt. -,n shall
have been nine years a citizen betore his election,
but only before he shall take his seat.
Mr. Foole was in f.ivor of postponing further

ac!i< n until the next session, and moved a post¬
ponement of ihe resolution until the first Mug.'.ay
iu December.
Mr. Mason addressed the Senate at ccnsidet-

able ii ng'h, in explanation of the views of the
committee. In ihe case ol Mr. Ga;latin, in 1"9J,
it appeared (rem ih«' journal 'hat he came to ihiscoun'ry in 17^0, bel. ro> ihe close of the war, and
before the constitution of the United S a'cs ha l
been adopted.
He resided in several States until Orober,

when he swore allegiance to Ihe State ot
Virgm'a. tie then removed to Pennsylvania,
anu became a permanent resident ot 'hat State.
In 17S6 l.e was elected to the Convention which
named me Constitution, and was several nines ?.
member of the Sta e Legislature l<> 1193 he
was elected to the Senate ol the L nited States.
Dating from O, tober, 17*3, he hid not been nine

years a cr.iz*n ol ihe United Spates when in r

truarv, lTOIi. he was e ected to the United States
Senate, but ne had m December, 17'J3, when ar
looic his seat. These facts wete set louh at the
time.the committee appointed on the subject re¬

pot ed the lacts to the S-nate without the c*Pr?s"
on v.l auy opinion, and unaccompanied with

any resolution.
,In the Se.'.ate a lesoiution was offered tha. A

bert Gallatin was dulv qualified and this re»o.u-

lion was rejected, 12 to 14. A resolution was
then intiodueed declaring that the election ol Al¬
bert Gallatin was void, he not having been a

ci.izen ol the United States ihe lenn ot years fe¬

ces aiy to quality him tor a seat in ih- Senate
ol the United States. This was adopted, 14 to

12, and ihe resolution now reported byiheeont-
mi'tee is an exact copy of 'ha».
Mr. Douglass addressed the Senate at some

length in detenee ol Gen. Shiells eligibility,
con ending that in the ca-e ol Mr Gallatin me
oa:h ol allegiance in Virginia was not consist¬
ed as naturalization by the Senate.
Mr. Foc'e also addressed the Senate at leneiu

in support ol his iiiotion lo postpone, at.d id ce-
ter.ee ol Gen. Shields

Mr. Beir.en said that the course indicated t,j
the Senator ol Illinois was one honorable to him-
sel' Bui so long as ihe Senator continues io oc ,cu.'y his seat neie, ne L' gi uture ol Illinois car.
do nothing.until their election is declared vol

they ean take no su ps in h ca^e-and <.elay io I
act. therefore, on lie. part. 1 ir.isbody, he thought
would obs ruci rath, than promote ihe object
drsued. The course indicated by the Senator
lr. m lllin. i> dims' II, he ihougU the true or.e-u>
ag.iin g.> before the L"gislaiure ol his State and
lav the whole subject before them.
Mr. Douglass *a* not piepared tosav that ihe

Legislature ol Illinois had perlormed a vol.: act.
lie Contended that though it was necessary under
the Constitution that a member ot ibis body Mtail
be thirty yeats ol age at the lime <>| laUiny l.i*
v at it did not require that h«- should be so «.t the

time ol his election So also in me present c««.

The Consliluti'is says that 'no oae shall or

member who >s n. t thirty y ats ot ?ge, has beeu
. jne \eats a citiz-n of the Urn ed Stales, and an

inhabitant ol the S ate at the time I bis el.c-
lion" He cited several ea" s, lliat ol Mr. Wt,who' was elece.! at the aee <.! twenty nine y.a \
to prove ihat sucli had been the eonsiruction e¦¦
ven to the Constitution hereto.ore.

lie argued that the Senator lroiu Vircmis
(Mr. Mason) was mis aken in supposing tl.at a |
contrary construction was given in tin* Gal ai r,

case. He would In belter pleased t» see the . *>r

iHi<tpon. d No incoBveiiicu" e would result the;.
Irom as ihe nex regular session ol the Hun- -

Le Mslature does not take place until a yeat in in

.,x't Januarv, ill. ugli an exra M ma) 1*
held next W ititei .W, under h<- precedents es¬

tablished, has the G..veruoi ol that Mate the piw-
er to till a vacancy ol this description. He de¬

nied iheii light to oislranchise a Mat. mm. a

vear from January next, or to put them n. H.<
expense ol ail extra t-ession. By postponemen,
they would have liui«- to determine the que-1 ..

ol eligibility, alter a lull consideration ol ah d.t

Mr Webster held most incontestibly that the
election was void. The Constitution requite
that he should be eligible as a Senator for m'i

years from the 4th of .March.aud it tni^
Willi just as much propriety bo said thai
c tuld have been elected when ho had been on;
mx years a citr/eti of the S'ate us when he I s:
beet, eight years. His object in rising, h «

ever, wa- to move as tha resolution was lifer.?
to give risi- lo further dcb.tc that the sub,tf.
he postponed until to-morrow The niotia
prevailed, and ihe Senate then proceeded to lis
consideration of Lxeculive business
[The nominal ions yesterday sent in were a

to .lav confirmed; aud jus< before the lerni :.

lion of the d bate lo day on the question ot 0*
ncral Shields' eligibility, another message wit

receive,! Irom the President by the hand ol t

lln», making sundry other nominations. eliirS'
uiiiniporlant, and relating to the customs,
the exception of Mr Idvans of Maine, ^

I'ayne of North Carolina, and Mr. Caleb t
Smith of Indiana, as the Board of < our
sioncrs on Mexican c aims Adjourned

Correspondence of the B.iltim re Sun.
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Impnrlan .l/ipoinlmtnls J\1r. Wrbftf J? I'
land. Disnjip intments for UJficr »¦*'«'s. «

Tn«* name* <4 ihe gentlemen cor.ti'ni'd I"'
vanou* fli e-^ tioininaed l>y he Pre*nien', t)'
no doubt, t>e»n telegraphed to ynu, *.>

'*'. u!'i be needless for me to repeat iheni. I
nil *i important among them, art' K";

l iV1.iin<; Caltb B. Smith, of Indiana, an' !.'

I'ayn1" oi N. *1 r<.11? a, Coxn'riissiot.et* V
can Claims.

Tlie (juration has been raised wheilef v

Kvari* wiliaccep'j bin (.1 ihi«, I think ;h

hardly he a do.bt. Mr. Evans* tal-n'* «n":
'Uredly erri le him to !|>e highest c fli e ui

g vernrnpi)'; hut he wili lose nothing by t<
here r.n the spot, and taking advantag '

first favorable brt'Z- (hat may *prins u
Mr. Wtbsier is now taike 1 about a* M'r

to England, which w.mld b»- a piudent '.

more thati one respect; especially i( M'.
fou d be induced, at the same iini«*, »

France. In <1.1 Prance i: was cu-toui»'v
t'tl oi troublesome Matesm* n by maKis*
Dukes, in the U. Stages, troublesome ssai'*
have ol:en been sent abroad to laethTflte
gamz.iion oi parties at hi.roe.
My opinion is that, notwithstanding t'tf?

ins impatience ot needy ofli'.e her«n>, Jt

calumnies heaped on those still roair.ed, »-

movaU ol any consequence w ill tie made.
1. There will be no change in ttie persona

the State Department.
[The tumor ol Mr.Stubbs'removal j .

merely Ior the purpo«e ol injuring him *

Stubbs I a.I nothing to >io wi h the I tit 'it*'

given to Mr. Churl'- J Inget^oll, in te°*r'
secret service money used by Mr. Web *; ,J
part fit the scandalous business beingdoneb."^
Nicholas P. Trisf, Mr. StubOs merely ac.itf'
a subordinate J

2. No quiet, good business Clerk
moved from any depanm nt ol the govetorS

3. No in'iiscnmitjnle onslaught will b«
or; Postmaster* or Collectors.

4. N Foreign Minister will be app*r
,'ore the end ot the fiscal year, i.e. June 30

b No consular appointments will he ro«' j
til th*n, so that invalids, in search
c i na'es, will have to wait for ibe "<
be gratified..

6 No itnp< r'ant appointment will W -nJ'!
at! while 'he S-na'e is in session
So th< re will be no general wailing an'

ing ol teeth, and the poor will be erf'¦
General Taylor continue as he ha*began £ _.
ministration, though not exactly acton'/ '

lessi^nal politicians, who, like ca'.rrP11 ¦/ '

on the tree that begot them, will 5*
popular with the great mass ot ibe pe^P '¦

" THE LONE STAR," ONCE MOj&J
The lollowing from the Unite,

son to believe, is correct
"The report in Washington i«, -'i

dent ilec'ines sending Mr Pendleton t1
^

tainlv for the prtur,t upon th- f
that Virginia has foreign miasms
thi> time. The consequence i«, *'nr ",y IS
that Mr. Pendleton will 'a.re a p1' ^
doun Congressional P<» rif, wnirh '

ed in be 'n to piecs hy the W f|,g*

WKATMs.
Died. In PhiladelniiiB.on thr7th ln« ^r<

PIT I'M AN, Jh , of >trin|ihl», Tennri

: p-p-


